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A lesson for the future
Time gives a perspective.
As relatives of Desha Countians
were being killed in the war in the
Pacific in 1942, some 8 ,500
Japanese Americans were moved
Into a hastily constructed relocation
center at Rohwer.
The frame barracks-type buildings
were poor protection from the
Arkansas cold and heat, and there
was the added discomfort of mosquitoes and mud. Most of those interned had come from the West
Coast where more pleasant weather
prevailed. They had been moved
from their homes and businesses in
a kind of war hysteria which said

" every Japan ese face is an
enemy."
Adding to the distrust was the fact
that the federal government considered the Japanese-Americans
dangerous enough to intern them .
They were Americans, of course .
Their sons proved their loyalty by
fighting valiantly in both the European and Pacific Theatres of War.
Although the internment lasted over
three years , Japanese-Americans
endured to see that their loyalty
would be vindicated.
But in those early days when our
own were being killed by Japanese
in the Pacific, it was hard for local

citizens to accept 8,500
Japanese in our midst . We didn't
have instant communication. We
knew little of the internees'
backgrounds. We did not have access to talk with them often. We
thought Japanese - Americans
suspect because our government
thought them suspect enough to
move them. Desha Countians were
not outwardly mean to the
Japanese-Americans. They were
distrustful.
But gradually as we came to know
some of the splendid people interned , we came to question why they
were there . It was not easy. There
were sometimes impolite confrontations between the Internees and
local people in area stores when the
Japanese-Americans had " passes
to town. "
outdo each other in a push toward
The brilliant record of bravery of
executing someone ."
the 442nd Battalion, made up of
United Methodist , Jewish, Japanese - Americans
who
Episcopal, Presby1erian , Catholic volunteered for service, probably
and Disciples of Christ leaders join- was the catalyst which turned peoed in the statement.
ple's attention to the loyalty of the
At the same time they spoke out people who had been so unjustly
tor better prisons and efforts to placed behind barbed wire fences.
combat recidivism.
It was a dark period in American
It is so easy to join the mob history, one which we hope Is never
psychology and proclaim, "bum repeated.
'em ." That's why It is remarkable,
We who lived during that era have
and applaudable, to have men of learned a great lesson , and we can
conscience speak out. If only the only hope those who follow will propolitical leaders had the courage to fit from the lesson that a person's
say that executions may not be the loyalty must not be judged by
solution to deterring violent crime.
ancestry.
We hope that the JapaneseAmericans who came to Rohwer
Sunday and saw the outpouring of
friendship of Arkansans know we
came because we are sorry for that
The fact that Republicans are black period and we don't want
voting in Democratic primaries , others to forget what can happen .
however, is a matter which ought to
be considered seriously. In Desha
County, only two people voted in
the Republican Primary. Obviously,
a great many more than two have
Republican affiliation.
I0YEARSAGO

Statement of conscience
Bucking public sentiment requires
courage.
Six churchmen of Arkansas
measured up last week when they
asked the gubernatorial candidates
to stop using capital punishment as
a political Issue.
Since Governor Frank White
made known his determinations to
execute those on death row, all
Democratic candidates have taken a
similar stance.
In a prepared statement released
to the press, the church leaders last
week said the gubernatorial candidates "have taken an oppearance of sometimes trying to

Register by parties
They are laughing in the coffee
shops about how they voted in the
first primary. At least some people
of this area say they have voted for
Joe Purcell to get him into the runoff primary but will dump him to vote
tor Governor Frank White in the
general election.
Even a few declare this to be
Republican strategy since, as they
believe, the GOP would rather have
Purcell, not Bill Clinton, in the joust
with Governor White.
That's a matter of conjecture.
Both Purcell and Clinton will be formidable opponents tor Governor

White.

News of Yesteryear

It is wrong for the Republicans to
determine the Democratic nominee.
We favor party registration . That
won 't prevent crossover voting in
the general election, but at least it
will make certain Democrats choose
their own nominees without
Republican votes.
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(From the files of The Dumas Clarion
May 31, 1972)
Southern Catfish Processors, Inc.
currenUy is in the process of doubting
its plant in Dumas.
Dumas delegates to Boys' State will
be Don Jaggers, Cornelious Hollinshed,
Milton Lowe, Jeff Teague, Howard
Glass, Lawrence Webb, Wesley Manes,
James Myrick, Jimmy Hall, Sam
Johnson, Franklin Healey and Steve
Ross.
Joe Holmes was re-elected prosecuting attorney of the 11th Circuit in
the Tuesday election.
Congressman David Pryor upset all
forecasts and forced Senator John L.
McClellan into a runoff for his Senate
seat in Tuesday's election. Pryor carried Desha County.
Voting machines were used In Desha
County for the first time Tuesday.
20YEARSAGO
(From the files of The Dumas Clarion
May 30, 196%)
Thirty-one days hath May, and 'El of
tbem were dry bere. However, the 29th
and 30th broke the drouth in grand style
with a 4-inch deluge which left many
Dumas streets flooded.
"Hotel Houston, Washington, D. C. "
is the address of the Dumas Senior
Class this week. The 32-member class
left Dumas at noon Sunday en route to
board tbe "Tennessean" for the trip to
tbe nation's capitol. They will be there
five days . Accompanying the seniors
were Mr. and Mrs. A. 0 . French, Jr.,
Mrs. Baxter Gladden and Mrs. Marie
Robertson.

